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| have been travelling before, delivering medicines and wheelchairs to the Yezidi refugee
camps of the autonomous region Kurdistan of North Iraq. | have seen the amount of
help coming from theJnited World in form of organized, wedtructured camps with
at least somehow winter hard tents for 5 to 10 thousand people, easganization,
clean water supply, basic medical aid, spaces for women and children, even schools.
Yes there were some refuges also living outside these camps just by the stregws.
they were few.Living is hard this way, no work for so many, no hope for a quick

change and the fear of missing out a good future for the kids in freedom and dignity.

This tme | was travellingo Turkey, a country where mariyuropeansggo for a holiday, a
country askingfor entering the European Union, a country which has a deal with the
EU to care for refugees from neighboring Swra get a lot of money in returrrhings
should work out. | was wondering what | woulte doing when ldecided to join
MedVint providing medical care to Syrian Refugeeheliroader Izmir area. Would |
be helgng local structures or wouldd S A Y L2 aAy3a | NNR3IFyidte ai

help besids the existing structures?




What | found filled my heamith great sadness and | did not want to believe ihefE is no
official helpfor refugeesk G | f f H ¢ KS NfcialONS LIDENK | X $ b & & 2 dzs
the border to Syria, whre maybe 10% of all refugees are living like | had seen in Iraqg.
The other 90% are just not wanted, not seen, not cared for. And as Turkey officially has
no refugeeproblem no bigger NGO is allowed in. No UNHCRDa®octors Without
Borders, no Saf@he Children, noRed Gross¢ no journalists!!! ¢ just very few, very
smallselfmade more or less illegal NGOs operating below the official level, providing
grass roothelp, just doing without asking and trying not to be seen, not to be kicked

out.

To understand the situation in Turkey one needs to know how the system works: When
arriving in Turkey refugees are requested to register in whatever city they may want
to. UsuallyhA 1 Q& G KS T A NB Bein® registeredialo®@®r subddedddE I
still payed medical help. It doe®t mean receivingid for food or shelter or schoolin
for the kids. Refugees mustay in this city.flthey want to move they musipply for it
and the process willake several months. So many fattee situation of not finding
work where theyare regisiered andthey move on illegally to get work at other places
like farm work on the cotton fies, vegtable farms, brick factoriesand thusmake
money for food and shelter. Balhere isno subsidized redical help when living in the
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People follow the work and stay as seasonal workers next to the fields in makeshift tarp
tents. When thework is done they move on.d\permanent structuresire allowed by
the authorities, even if the landlong nice andwantsto help more. Refugees are not
allowed to sette. If they just do their jobs and stay quiet in easdyremove non

permanent tents, police will close themyes. As soon as foreigners or refugees

themseles start making noise, theyill haveto go¢ g K S NS @S NJ X

Look atthe children of Izmirfor a while,the youngest of refugees who live those tarp
tents. Children like these live all over the world, unaware of life elsewhere in the world
or how it should be foall children. As warrive atthe camps in our small caiilled
with medicines like a mobile pharmacwe are quickly surrounded by the most
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aAaid SN out d¢f ths tat Seyyaung children surround us, grabbing our hands
and leading us into their tents. Humavaste islying aroundanywhere.No system of
dealing with all this waste. Water, which is meant for watering the fiedgarts out of
pipes, leaks spmging up along its length. Pools of mud and waste threaten to flood the

camp.




Despite these conditions, the children run and play, and many of them seem healthy
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boiled water, wash their hands, brush thégeth, avoid burns from unprotected fire
pits, and encourage them to wear shoes and eat clean food. They do not go to school
but like to learn new games and practice English withWis.dance togetheand sing

Arabic and English children songs.

Not all of the children are so fortunate to be goodhealth. Somehave moderate to severe
illnesses, parasites, infectiormd many injuries and burnéll cooking is done on open
fire and when waste is getting too much, it is burnt including toxic platicBabies
are often born premature here and they do naceive ANY follow up care with the
hospital after birth. The women who are lucky to get to a hospital while in labor are
usudly sent home the same day they deliver; whether naturally or by cesarean, they
must go home to their dirty tents THE SAME DAY. Premature babies do not get special
care unless it is considered an immediate-tieeatening emergencyUnless weas
Western colleaguescan prove to a sympathetic Turkishodtor that this specific
refugeechild will be likely to die without specific treatment, it is impossible for them
to be seen withoutlarge amounts of money to be paid beforeharfélerhapshis is
possible fora 2 YS> o6dzi Y2ad 27F (KShe wRzhéydid nétl gS
choose has taken away their right to live freely. Instead of learning snatérature,

and sciencethose childrerlearn of fire, disease, loss, apdin.



When we arrive at @amp, the children surround us and run to greet us. The women clear
out a tent and make sure there are pillows or rugs for us to sit on while we share
freshly brewed tea that was made just for us. Everyone gathers around and stories of
family, danger, lifebirth, death and suffering fill the tarp walls. We laugh and we cry,
and we tease and tickle the children. Suddenly these people are no longer my

imagination, no longenumbers ofstatistics they are mypatients

Where can they go? If they stay Syria they face the Russian barrel bombs from the sky and
ISIS on the ground. If they make the treacherous journey to Turkey they risk being shot
on sight or killed in the mountains. But what else can they do? They just move on and
try to keep on livig. When people arrive nely at a camp we care for, they are usually
in a bad condition.We gve deworming medicine to all and instructions on how to boil

water and protect themselves from parasites and bacteria found in waste and food.



